Classical Hebrew Composition
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Text I Jason Hare

THERE was a famine in the land of Canaan, for the
people were sinful unto the LORD.

And the LORD spoke unto Abraham and he said unto

him: ‘Behold, there is a famine in the land.

Take, therefore, thy wife and thy brother’s son and all
which thou possessest and go down to the land of

Egypt, for there is bread in Egypt.’

And Abraham did as the LORD commanded him and
he took his wife and his brother’s son and his flocks
and his herds and he went down with them to Egypt
and he dwelt there.

And the LORD spoke unto Abraham in the land of
Egypt, saying: ‘Behold, thy children shall be slaves in
this land and they will serve the Egyptians and they

will build great cities for them.

And it shall come to pass, when they cry unto Me, by
reason of their service, that I shall hear their cry and I
shall send My pleagues upon the Egyptians and I shall
bring thy children forth from this land and I shall
bring them into the land of Canaan, which I have

sworn unto thee to give unto them.

And they will fight the inhabitants of Canaan and I
shall give them victory over them and I shall deliver
their cities into their hands and they shall dwell in
them.

And it shall come to pass, if they serve Me in truth
and keep My commandments which I shall command
them and do that which is pleasing in My sight, that I
shall send My blessings upon them and upon the fruit
of their land and they shall know that I am the LORD,
their God, Who brought them forth from the land of
Egypt and Who brought them into the land of Canaan
and Who did battle for them against their enemies.
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Bug, if they hearken not to My voice, according to all
which I shall command them, and they go in the way
of the nations amongst whom they shall dwell and
serve their gods, then I shall send prophets unto them

to bring them back unto Me, to serve Me.

Behold, I have made a covenant with thee to give the
land of Canaan to thy seed, as an everlasting

possession.

Not with thee alone have I made this covenant, but

also with the generations who will come after thee.

Fear not, O My servant, for I shall not forget thy
children when they are in distress, but I shall
remember this covenant which I have made with thee,

and they shall be My people and I shall be their God.’



