


Textbooks
We will be using the textbook Intermediate Biblical Hebrew
by John A. Cook and Robert D. Holmstedt (Baker 
Academic, 2020). It can be purchased at 
amzn.com/0801097622.

For vocabulary, A Book-by-Book Guide to Biblical Hebrew 
Vocabulary by Osborne and Meek (Hendrickson, 2019) is 
available on Logos or at amzn.com/1683070860.

https://www.amzn.com/0801097622
https://www.amzn.com/1683070860


Course Objectives

• Coverage of the various readings from 1 and 2 Kings as found in the 
textbook’s comic presentations.

• Focus on and analysis of the verb forms on the background of Cook 
and Holmstedt’s approach to the Hebrew verb.

• Discussion of the meaning of the passages in the book.



Prerequisite Experience

This textbook assumes that the
student has covered the seven most
common binyanim, basically the
equivalent of a first-year grammar
course. Beyond that, we will be doing
as much interaction as possible in the
Hebrew language.

To successfully navigate this course,
you will be challenged to understand
what the teacher says in Hebrew and to
respond by following instructions or
answering questions in Hebrew (to the
best of your ability). We must stress
that this course is not for beginners.



Hebrew Terminology
Given that the in-class instruction will be provided as much as is reasonable in 
the target language (Hebrew), you should familiarize yourself with the following 
list of communicative terms. Modern technologies are called by their modern 
Hebrew names. Notice that the infinitive can be used as a question to ask if the 
teacher would like you to do something. Observe:

.ִתְקָרא ְבַבָקָשה ֶאת־ִמְסָפר ַאְרָבע, ִמיָכֵאל Michael, please read number 4.
?ִלְקרֹא ֶאת־ִמְסָפר ַאְרָבע (Did you ask me) to read number 4?

.ְבַבָקָשה, ֵכן Yes, please.



Virtual and Classroom Objects
ֶפר  ְסָפִרים| ֵסֵ֫ book(s) [m] יםַעּמּוִד | ַעּמּוד  page(s) [m]

ֵעִטים| ֵעט  pen(s) [m] ְנָירֹות| ְנָיר  paper(s) [m]

אֹותִכְס | ִכֵסא  chair(s) [m] ֶבץ  ְקָבִצים| קֵֹ֫ file(s) [m]

ֶגת  גֹותַמצָ | ַמֶצֵ֫ presentation(s) [f] ֶרת  ְחָברֹותַמ | ַמְחֶבֵ֫ workbook(s) [f]

טּוִשים| טּוש  marker(s) [m] לּוחֹות| לּוַח  board(s) [m]

ְלָחן  ְלָח | שֻׁ נֹותשֻׁ table(s), desk(s) [m] אֹורֹות| אֹור  light(s) [m]

מֹותַמְצלֵ | ַמְצֵלָמה  camera(s) [f] קֹולֹות| קֹול  voice(s) [m]



Metalanguage in Hebrew
ְזַמִנים| ְזַמן  tense(s) [m] ְזַמן ָעָבר past tense (perfect)

ְזַמֵני tenses of [m] ְזַמן הֶֹוה present tense (participle)

ֶרש  ָרִש | שֵֹ֫ יםשֳׁ root(s) [m] ְזַמן ָעִתיד future tense (imperfect)

ָשְרֵשי roots of [m] ִצּוּוי imperative

םִבְנָיִני | ִבְנָין  verb construction(s) [m] ָו״ו ִהפּוְך vav-consecutive

ִליםִמְשָק | ִמְשָקל  noun pattern(s) [m] ְסִמיכּות construct

ְגָזרֹות| ִגְזָרה  root type(s) [f] ֹוַעל ֵשם פֵ֫ infinitive

ְגָמה  ְגָמא| דֻׁ ֹותדֻׁ example(s) [f] לָ  הֵשם ְפעֻׁ gerund

אֹוִתּיֹות| אֹות  letter(s) [f] ַרִבים| ָיִחיד  singular, plural



Things the Teacher Might Ask of You
IMPV MP IMPV FS IMPV MS INFINITIVE ENGLISH

ְתחּוִתפְ ִפְתחּו  ְתִחיִתפְ ִפְתִחי  ַתחִתפְ ְפַתח  ִלְפֹתַח  to open
ְראּוִתקְ ִקְראּו  ְרִאיִתקְ ִקְרִאי  ָראִתקְ ְקָרא  ִלְקרֹא to read
רּוַתְחזְ ִחְזרּו  ִריַתְחזְ ִחְזִרי  ַתֲחזֹרֲחזֹר  ַלֲחזֹר  to go back

ישּוַת ַהִגישּו  ִגֵ֫ יִשיַת ַהִגיִשי  ִגֵ֫ ִגישַת ַהֵגש  ְלַהִגיש to turn in
נּוִתְת ְתנּו  ִניִתְת ְתִני  ןִתֵת ֵתן  ָלֵתת to give
ַתֲענּוֲענּו  ַתֲעִניֲעִני  הַתֲענֶ ֲעֵנה  ַלֲענֹות to answer

ֲאלּוִתְש ַשֲאלּו  ֲאִליִתְש ַשֲאִלי  ַאלִתְש ְשַאל  ִלְשֹאל to ask
יאּו  יאּוָתִבֵ֫ ָהִבֵ֫ יִאי  יִאיָתִבֵ֫ ָהִבֵ֫ יאָתבִ ָהֵבא  ְלָהִביא to bring
ְתבּוִתכְ ִכְתבּו  ְתִביִתכְ ִכְתִבי  ֹתבִתכְ ְכֹתב  ִלְכֹתב to write



Example Instructions / Questions

ק  ְקָרא ְבַבָקָשה א   ל  ת־ַהח ֵ֫

ּפּור .ַהָבא ַבסִּ
Please, read the next part

in the story.

ֹועַ  ש ַלּפֵ֫ ר  ה  ָמה ַהש ֵ֫ ל ַהז 

ה ב   ת־ז  ים א  ְמרִּ יְך א  י ְוא  ?ָעתִּ
What is the root of this verb,

and how do you say it in the future?



The Pitch
Cost for the course is $200 (USD) or ₪600 (ILS [reduced price]).

Course registration will begin immediately.

We will meet over Zoom twice a week for fifteen weeks beginning in 
January 2021—Tuesdays & Thurdays at 7:00 PM Eastern.

If this advanced course in intermediate biblical Hebrew* sounds like 
something you might be interested in, contact Jason via the 
registration form on The Hebrew Café blog.

* So called because of its communicative approach.

https://www.thehebrewcafe.com/main/2020/12/readings-in-the-hebrew-bible-he210/

