Textbooks
We will be using the textbook Intermediate Biblical Hebrew
by John A. Cook and Robert D. Holmstedt (Baker
Academic, 2020). It can be purchased at
amzn.com/0801097622.

For vocabulary, A Book-by-Book Guide to Biblical Hebrew
Vocabulary by Osborne and Meek (Hendrickson, 2019) is
available on Logos or at amzn.com/1683070860.

Course Objectives
•
•
•

Coverage of the various readings from 1 and 2 Kings as found in the
textbook’s comic presentations.
Focus on and analysis of the verb forms on the background of Cook
and Holmstedt’s approach to the Hebrew verb.
Discussion of the meaning of the passages in the book.

Prerequisite Experience
This textbook assumes that the
student has covered the seven most
common binyanim, basically the
equivalent of a ﬁrst-year grammar
course. Beyond that, we will be doing
as much interaction as possible in the
Hebrew language.

To successfully navigate this course,
you will be challenged to understand
what the teacher says in Hebrew and to
respond by following instructions or
answering questions in Hebrew (to the
best of your ability). We must stress
that this course is not for beginners.

Hebrew Terminology
Given that the in-class instruction will be provided as much as is reasonable in
the target language (Hebrew), you should familiarize yourself with the following
list of communicative terms. Modern technologies are called by their modern
Hebrew names. Notice that the inﬁnitive can be used as a question to ask if the
teacher would like you to do something. Observe:

.ת־מ ְס ָפר ַא ְר ָבע
ִ  ִת ְק ָרא ְב ַב ָק ָשה ֶא,יכ ֵאל
ָ  ִמMichael, please read number 4.
?ת־מ ְס ָפר ַא ְר ָבע
ִ ( ִל ְקרֹא ֶאDid you ask me) to read number 4?
. ְב ַב ָק ָשה, ֵכןYes, please.

Virtual and Classroom Objects
ֵֵ֫ס ֶפר | ְס ָפ ִרים
ֵעט | ֵע ִטים
ִכ ֵסא | ִכ ְסאֹות
ַמ ֵֶ֫צגֶ ת | ַמ ָצגֹות
טּושים
ִ | טּוש
ֻׁש ְל ָחן | ֻׁש ְל ָחנֹות
ַמ ְצ ֵל ָמה | ַמ ְצ ֵלמֹות

book(s) [m]
pen(s) [m]
chair(s) [m]

presentation(s) [f]
marker(s) [m]
table(s), desk(s) [m]

camera(s) [f]

ּמּודים
ִ ַעּמּוד | ַע
נְ יָ ר | נְ יָ רֹות
ֵ֫קֹ ֶבץ | ְק ָב ִצים
ַמ ְח ֵֶ֫ב ֶרת | ַמ ְח ָברֹות
לּוח | לּוחֹות
ַ
אֹור | אֹורֹות
קֹול | קֹולֹות

page(s) [m]
paper(s) [m]
ﬁle(s) [m]

workbook(s) [f]
board(s) [m]
light(s) [m]

voice(s) [m]

Metalanguage in Hebrew
זְ ַמן | זְ ַמנִ ים
זְ ַמנֵ י
ֵ֫ש ֹ ֶרש | ֳׁש ָר ִשים
ָש ְר ֵשי
ִבנְ יָ ן | ִבנְ יָ נִ ים
ִמ ְש ָקל | ִמ ְש ָק ִלים
גִ זְ ָרה | גְ זָ רֹות
ֻׁדגְ ָמה | ֻׁדגְ ָמאֹות
אֹותּיֹות
ִ | אֹות

tense(s) [m]
tenses of [m]
root(s) [m]

roots of [m]
verb construction(s) [m]
noun pattern(s) [m]
root type(s) [f]
example(s) [f]

letter(s) [f]

זְ ַמן ָע ָבר
זְ ַמן הֹוֶ ה
זְ ַמן ָע ִתיד
ִצּוּוי
וָ ״ו ִהפּוְך
ְס ִמיכּות
ֹועל
ַ ֵשם ֵ֫פ
ֵשם ְפ ֻׁע ָלה
יָ ִחיד | ַר ִבים

past tense (perfect)
present tense (participle)
future tense (imperfect)

imperative
vav-consecutive
construct
inﬁnitive
gerund

singular, plural

Things the Teacher Might Ask of You
ENGLISH

to open
to read
to go back
to turn in
to give
to answer
to ask
to bring
to write

INFINITIVE

ִל ְפת ַֹח
ִל ְקרֹא
ַל ֲחזֹר
ְל ַהגִ יש
ָל ֵתת
ַל ֲענֹות
ִל ְשאֹל
ְל ָה ִביא
ִל ְכתֹב

IMPV MS

IMPV FS

IMPV MP

ְפ ַתח ִת ְפ ַתח
ְק ָרא ִת ְק ָרא
ֲחזֹר ַת ֲחזֹר
ַהגֵ ש ַתגִ יש
ֵתן ִת ֵתן
ֲענֵ ה ַת ֲענֶ ה
ְש ַאל ִת ְש ַאל
ָה ֵבא ָת ִביא
ְכתֹב ִת ְכתֹב

ִפ ְת ִחי ִת ְפ ְת ִחי
ִק ְר ִאי ִת ְק ְר ִאי
ִחזְ ִרי ַת ְחזְ ִרי
ישי
ישי ַת ֵ֫ ִג ִ
ַהגִ ִ
ְתנִ י ִת ְתנִ י
ֲענִ י ַת ֲענִ י
ַש ֲא ִלי ִת ְש ֲא ִלי
יאי
יאי ָת ִֵ֫ב ִ
ָה ִֵ֫ב ִ
ִכ ְת ִבי ִת ְכ ְת ִבי

ִפ ְתחּו ִת ְפ ְתחּו
ִק ְראּו ִת ְק ְראּו
ִחזְ רּו ַת ְחזְ רּו
ַהגִ ישּו ַת ֵ֫ ִגישּו
ְתנּו ִת ְתנּו
ֲענּו ַת ֲענּו
ַש ֲאלּו ִת ְש ֲאלּו
ָה ִֵ֫ביאּו ָת ִֵ֫ביאּו
ִכ ְתבּו ִת ְכ ְתבּו

Example Instructions / Questions

ת־ה ֵ֫חלק
ַ ְק ָרא ְב ַב ָק ָשה א
.ַה ָבא ַב ִּסּפּור
Please, read the next part
in the story.

ָמה ַה ֵ֫שרש ַל ֵּ֫פ ַֹועל ַהזה
? וְ איְך א ְמ ִּרים את־זה ב ָע ִּתי
What is the root of this verb,
and how do you say it in the future?

The Pitch
Cost for the course is $200 (USD) or ₪600 (ILS [reduced price]).
Course registration will begin immediately.
We will meet over Zoom twice a week for ﬁfteen weeks beginning in
January 2021—Tuesdays & Thurdays at 7:00 PM Eastern.
If this advanced course in intermediate biblical Hebrew* sounds like
something you might be interested in, contact Jason via the
registration form on The Hebrew Café blog.
* So called because of its communicative approach.

