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What if my father touches me? I would
appear to be tricking him and would bring
down a curse on myself rather than a

blessing.”

I will provide for you there, because five years
of famine are still to come. Otherwise you
and your household and all who belong to

you will become destitute.’

Joseph also provided his father and his
brothers and all his father’s household with
food, according to the number of their

children.

V1 So then, don’t be afraid. T will provide for

you and your children.” And he reassured

them and spoke kindly to them.

David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before
the LORD with all his might,

As the ark of the LORD was entering the
City of David, Michal daughter of Saul
watched from a window. And when she saw
King David leaping and dancing before the
LORD, she despised him in her heart.

Now Barzillai was a very old man, eighty
years of age. He had provided for the king
during his stay in Mahanaim, for he was a

very wealthy man.

The king said to Barzillai, “Cross over with
me and stay with me in Jerusalem, and I will

provide for you.”
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When David returned to his palace in
Jerusalem, he took the ten concubines he
had left to take care of the palace and put
them in a house under guard. He provided
for them, but did not lie with them. They
were kept in confinement till the day of their

death, living as widows.

Solomon also had twelve district governors
over all Israel, who supplied provisions for
the king and the royal household. Each one
had to provide supplies for one month in the

year.

The district officers, each in his month,
supplied provisions for King Solomon and all
who came to the king’s table. They saw to it
that nothing was lacking.

“But will God really dwell on earth? The
heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot
contain you. How much less this temple I

have built!

You will drink from the brook, and I have

ordered the ravens to feed you there.”

“Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay
there. I have commanded a widow in that

place to supply you with food.”

While Jezebel was killing off the LORD’s
prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred
prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty
in each, and had supplied them with food

and water.)

Haven’t you heard, my lord, what I did while
Jezebel was killing the prophets of the
LORD? I hid a hundred of the LORD’s
prophets in two caves, fifty in each, and

supplied them with food and water.
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When men tell you to consult mediums and
spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should
not a people inquire of their God? Why
consult the dead on behalf of the living?

But the LORD has strengthened Rezin’s foes
against them and has spurred their enemies

on.

As one reaches into a nest, so my hand
reached for the wealth of the nations; as men
gather abandoned eggs, so I gathered all the
countries; not one flapped a wing, or opened

»»

its mouth to chirp.

The infant will play near the hole of the
cobra, and the young child put his hand into

the viper’s nest.

“I will turn her into a place for owls and into
swampland; I will sweep her with the broom

of destruction,” declares the LORD Almighty.

though on the day you set them out, you
make them grow, and on the morning when
you plant them, you bring them to bud, yet
the harvest will be as nothing in the day of

disease and incurable pain.

“T will stir up Egyptian against Egyptian—
brother will fight against brother, neighbor
against neighbor, city against city, kingdom

against kingdom.

The Lord, the LORD Almighty, has a day of
tumult and trampling and terror in the Valley
of Vision, a day of battering down walls and

of crying out to the mountains.

“Beware, the LORD is about to take firm hold
of you and hurl you away, O you mighty

man.
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Brought low, you will speak from the
ground; your speech will mumble out of the
dust. Your voice will come ghostlike from
the earth; out of the dust your speech will

whisper.

I cried like a swift or thrush, I moaned like a
mourning dove. My eyes grew weak as I
looked to the heavens. I am troubled; O

Lord, come to my aid!”

But if T say, “T will not mention him or speak
o s -

any more in his name,” his word is in my

heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I

am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.

“I am against you, O destroying mountain,
you who destroy the whole earth,” declares
the LORD. “I will stretch out my hand
against you, roll you off the cliffs, and make

you a burned-out mountain.

This is what the LORD Almighty says:
“Babylon’s thick wall will be leveled and her
high gates set on fire; the peoples exhaust
themselves for nothing, the nations’ labor is

only fuel for the flames.”

For the king of Babylon will stop at the fork
in the road, at the junction of the two roads,
to seek an omen: He will cast lots with
arrows, he will consult his idols, he will

examine the liver.

Will not your debtors suddenly arise? Will
they not wake up and make you tremble?

Then you will become their victim.

For I am going to raise up a shepherd over
the land who will not care for the lost, or
seek the young, or heal the injured, or feed
the healthy, but will eat the meat of the
choice sheep, tearing off their hoofs.

But who can endure the day of his coming?
Who can stand when he appears? For he will

be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.
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Cast your cares on the LORD and he will

sustain you; he will never let the righteous
fall.

When anxiety was great within me, your

consolation brought joy to my soul.

Good will come to him who is generous and
lends freely, who conducts his affairs with

justice.

Their hearts are callous and unfeeling, but I

delight in your law.

All was well with me, but he shattered me;
he seized me by the neck and crushed me.

He has made me his target;

Esteem her, and she will exalt you; embrace

her, and she will honor you.

A man’s spirit sustains him in sickness, but a

crushed spirit who can bear?

As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, so

is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.

He will renew your life and sustain you in
your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who
loves you and who is better to you than seven

sons, has given him birth.”

If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened,
more strength is needed but skill will bring

SucCcCess.

For forty years you sustained them in the
desert; they lacked nothing, their clothes did
not wear out nor did their feet become

swollen.

But who is able to build a temple for him,
since the heavens, even the highest heavens,
cannot contain him? Who then am I to build
a temple for him, except as a place to burn

sacrifices before him?
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